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It was good to make our annual trip to 
Biloxi. Several members were able to take 
advantage of the makeover session with 
Lucette. The planned feature of "Glamour 
Shots" in September is postponed. That 
means in addition to planning for some 
upcoming events, we’ll have a video such as 
"My Life in Pink" (nothing to do with the 
Aerosmith CD) to watch. 


Earlier in the month, a few of us were 
able to attend the LEGAL annual meeting in 
Baton Rouge. It was a constructive evening 
with an opportunity to meet with some 
people who are making a difference in state 
politics, including the recent Court victory 
overturning Louisiana’s "Crimes against 
Nature" statute. Those of you who partici- 
pated in the Equality Begins at Home events 
would have seen some familiar faces. 


I attended another interesting event 
recently called "Spirituality, Sexuality and 
Me" symposium at Tulane University. I’m 
not a regular churchgoer, but I was really 
impressed with the keynote speaker; the 
Right Reverend John S. Spong (Bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Newark). He is 
author of 14 books including, "Beyond 
Moralism, a Contemporary View of the Ten 
Commandments". It was refreshing to hear 
somebody speak on religion without preach- 
ing. Not only that, but his interpretations 
made sense of some things I had kind of 
pieced together over time. Anyway, I highly 
recommend reading some of his books or 


hearing him speak if you ever get a chance. JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 


Next, on the subject of preaching, I 
won’t. I will remind you that September 
25th and 26th will be Pride Weekend in New 
Orleans. We will develop plans at the next 
meeting to see how many members will be 
able to participate in Pride activities. 


Not a lot new this year. We will be 
having a table again, and will need people to 
be there both days. If we have enough 
interest, we will plan to march in the parade 
with our banner on Saturday moming 
(around 11 am). Otherwise, Crystal as 
overall volunteer coordinator will have 
numerous positions such as food, beverage, 
and gate available. Nancy B has volunteered 
to serve as GGA coordinator, but she really 
will need some help. Both Cissy and I will 
be out of town, so this is a real opportunity 
for others to come through and help. She 
will have a sign up list at the September 
meeting. 

On a final note, Crystal, Kay, and I were 
elected to the Board of Directors for the 
Lesbian and Gay Community Center of New 
Orleans. Crystal will be serving as Co- 
Chair. The Community Center is another 
place looking for volunteers in order to 
increase the hours of operation. Volunteer 
training will be held on Sunday, September 
12th from 11 am to 2 pm at the Center, 
located at 2114 Decatur Stree. For more 
info contact David Wagner at (504) 836 
-0000 or 945-1103. 


ODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

E-MAIL LISTINGS 

{E-Mail Corrections to Tiac@juno.com} 

GGA: Anyone@gga.org e.g. President, etc 

http:\\www.gga.org 

Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 

ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 

Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 


Marie G: Mariedenig@aol.com 
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Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
Mike M: lunatic@bellsouth.net 
Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Dianne B: dbbailey@linknet.net 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Joanne W: joanneco@ix.netcom.net 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 
Dawn D.: Dawn2@earthlink.net 
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OOOOOWVOOOOOOOOOO 
LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles submit- 

ted are generally from our readers. We will 

publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 

positive comments if you happen to like 

something we’ve done. etc. It doesn’t have 

to be more than a line or two, if long 

enough, we will normally publish it as a 

full article. It can be marked ’anonymous’, 

but we do need to know who it was sub- 

mitted by. It can even be a ’personal’ as 

long as it fits our general policy as outlined 

in the bylaws and as summarized in our 

outreach brochure.-ed} 
BOOOOOOOOOODOOOHO 

For Those Who Take Life Too Seriously 

Nancy Sharp 

Save the whales. Collect the whole set. 

A day without sunshine is like, night. 

On the other hand, you have different 

fingers. 

I just got lost in thought. It was unfamiliar 

territory. 

42.7 percent of all statistics are made up 

on the spot. 

99 percent of lawyers give the rest a bad 

name. 

I feel like I’m diagonally parked in a 

parallel universe. 

You have the right to remain silent. Any- 

thing you say will be misquoted, then used 

against you. 

I wonder how much deeper the ocean 

would be without sponges” 7 

Honk if you love peace and quiet. 

Remember half the people you know are 

below average. 

Despite the cost of living, have you noticed 

how popular it remains? 

Nothing is foolproof to a talented fool. 

Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

He who laughs last thinks slowest. 

Depression is merely anger without enthu- 

siasm. 

Eagles may soar, but weasels don’t get 


sucked into jet engines. 


The early bird may get the worm, but the 
second mouse gets the cheese. 


I drive way too fast to worry about choles- 
terol. 


I intend to live forever - so far so good. 


Borrow money from a pessimist - they don’t 
expect it back. 


If Barbie is so popular, why do you have to 
buy her friends? 


My mind is like a steel trap - rusty and 
illegal in 37 states. 


Quantum mechanics: The dreams stuff is 
made of. 


The only substitute for good manners is fast 
reflexes. 


Support bacteria - they’re the only culture 
some people have. 

When everything’s coming your way, you’re 
in the wrong lane and going the wrong way. 
If at first you don’t succeed, destroy all 
evidence that you tried. 

A conclusion is the place where you got 
tired of thinking. 

Experience is something you don’t get until 
just after you need it. 

For every action there is an equal and 
opposite criticism. 

Bills travel through the mail at twice the 
speed of checks. 

Never do card tricks for the group you play 
poker with. 

No one is listening until you make a 
mistake. 

Success always occurs in private and failure 
in full view. aa 
The colder the x-ray tables the more of your 
body is required on it. 

The hardness of butter is directly propor- 
tional to the softness of the bread. 

The severity of the itch is inversely propor- 
tional to the ability to reach it. 

To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism; 
to steal from many is research. 

To succeed in politics, it is often necessary 
to rise above your principles. 

How many of you believe in telekinesis? 
Raise my hand... 


You never really learn to swear until you 
learn to drive. 


Two wrongs are only the beginning. 


The problem with the gene pool is that there 
is no lifeguard. 


The sooner you fall behind the more time 
you’ll have to catch up. 


A clear conscience is usually the sign of a 
bad memory. 


Change is inevitable except from vending 
machines. 


If you think nobody cares, try missing a 
couple of payments. 


Always try to be modest and be proud of it! 


Get a new car for your wife... It'll be a 
great trade! 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Coming Events 
Donna and Shirley O. 


Donna and I have been collecting infor- 
mation about the En-Femme, Dignity Cruise 
for the year 2000. They will be held in Los 
Angeles, California. 


The En-Femme will be held November 8 
-12, 2000. The deposit of $200 per person 
will cover the Seminars, entertainment and 6 
meals. It will be held at the Beverly Hills 
Holiday Inn. The hotel can be reserved for 
$89 per night plus tax. More details on this 
later. 


The Dignity Cruise will be held Novem- 
ber 13-16, 2000. The deposit is $100 per 
person at time of booking with the balance 
being paid by August 31, 2000. The port 
charges are $99.75 per person. The cabin 
rates are $224 per person for an Inside 
Cabin; $304-364 per person for an Ocean- 
view Cabin and $734 per person for a Suite. 
This cruise is for four days only! 


There is also a 7 Day Cruise out of 
Houston, Dec. 3-9, 2000. It will be going to 
the Mexican-Central America Caribbean. 
The Port Charges are $138 per person. The 
deposit is $200 per person at time of deposit 
with the balance due before August 31, 
2000. The cabin costs are $540 - $ 918 per 
person. This is a non-dressing cruise! 


Reservations are now being taken for the 


Cruises. There will be more information on 
the above in a later letter with more details. 
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All Adverticers Cuaranteed TC Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


classic 
concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 
{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 
Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 
915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 


Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 
454-3048 Myrle McArthur 
864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
2405 Pass Rd Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 
P. O. BOX 922 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 

New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Mary Kay, South MS 
Lucette Worrel 228-467-1286 
Independent Professional Beauty 
Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


837-5580 
(office) 


201 Gordon Crocket 
Lafayette, LA 70503 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 

1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 


Nails by Tina 
Professional Nail Care 
3242 B Popps Ferry Rd 

D’Iberville, MS 
(228) 396-3006 
Mon-Sat 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 


Celtic Desktop Services 


Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: Mariedenig@aol.com 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


504-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Iynn 


Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
Ste E (upstairs) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Serenit 
Place 


Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 
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PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA 
ENAISSANCE. AFFILIATED GROUP. 
Articles and information contained in 
this newsletter may be reprinted by 
other. non-profit transgender 
organizations without advance 
ermission, provided a copy is sent to 
ulf Gender Alliance within 2 months 
after the material is published and 
proper credit is given to author and 
source. 
_ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
be altered in the 
the author’s intent 


The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit suppert group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA’s officers. Dues 
are $25/year for active membership and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be dropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board’s discretion. 

Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 


All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 
Cissy G, Conley 
P. O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 
All advertisements and articles must 


approved 


be received by the second Thursday of 


the month prior to the following months 
newsletter. Otherwise, expect an 
additional months delay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 
Our E-Mail 
anyone@GGA.org 


address is: 


fie A LL ES ete etsy serum rnereeepme 


GGA CALENDAR-1999 
September 11th - Regular Meeting 


{Movie Night} 
October 9th - Regular Meeting 
{Nominations) 
November 13th - Regular Meeting 
{Elections} 
{See members insert for more 


information on locations} 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491-B304 (713) 347-8747 


KING & QUEEN TRAVELING REVUE 
ADDRESS 
P.O. BOX 4572 


BILOXL, MS 39535 
E-MAIL 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


ELECTROLYSIS a 
MEDICAL CLINIC, INC. 


EMC oan 
Ugh Sheer Diode Lazer 
SaNoRA HuGHes C.C.E, 
loser Certified 


Hee, Mon-Thu 10 ANC7 PM « Fri 9 AM-4 PM 
1-800-278-4352 


seeeeeces 
eececcere 


If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
please contact us at the aforementioned 
address or call us at: 

(504) 943-1999 

This month’s regular meeting will be 
held September 14th in our usual location 
in the Greater New Orleans area. For those 
desiring to dress in the room, it is usually 
open by 3:30 - 4 p.m. Board of Directors 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. and General 
Membership Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Meeting 
location information is included separately 
for members or guests who have been 
interviewed. 

OO OOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


GGA Officers 


President 
Vice-president 
Secretary/Treasurer 


Board of Directors 
Diane T, Crystal L, Nicole A, 
Cissy C, Tara S, Nancy B, 
Michelle Ryan & Donna O 


ee 


DOOOOOOHOOOOOOOOO 
Jokes 
Phoenix Fire 
aka Drake Pendragon 
{These jokes are not for the faint of heart! 
If you are easily insulted, go on to the next 
article-ed} 
What is the leading cause of death with 
lesbians? 
Answer: Hair balls. 
How do you know if a blonde has been 
sending e-mail? 
Answer: You see a bunch of envelopes 
stuffed into the disk drive. 
What can Life Savers do that men cannot? 
Answer: Come in five flavors. 
What is good on pizza but bad on pussy? 
Answer: Crust. 
Why does Miss Piggy douche with honey? 
Answer: Because Kermit likes sweet and 
sour pork. 
How can you tell if you have a high sperm 
count? 
Answer: If your girlfriend chews before 
swallowing OMG! OMG! OMG! 
What do you get when you get Raggedy 
Ann and the Pillsbury Dough Boy 
together? 
Answer: A red headed bitch with a yeast 
infection. 
How do you piss off Winnie The Pooh? 
Answer: By sticking your finger in his 
honey 
What is the ultimate rejection? 
Answer: When you are masturbating and 
your hand falls asleep. 
What did Bill Clinton say to Monica? 
Answer: I told you to lick my erection, not 
wreck my election. 
What does pizza delivery man and a gyne- 
cologist have in common? 
Answer: Both can smell it but can’t eat it 
What do you call a blonde with pigtails? 
Answer: A blow job with handle bars. 
What do you call a group of blondes on 
roller skates? 
Answer: A mobile sperm bank. 


What do you call a blonde with a dollar bill 
over her head? 


Answer: All you can eat for under a buck. 
What do you get when you mix a rooster 
with a telephone pole? 

Answer: A 30ft cock that wants to reach out 
and touch someone. 

What do you call a virgin on a waterbed? 

A cherry float. 


What did the sign on the door of the 
whorehouse say? 


Beat IT - we’re closed. 

Why do walruses go to Tupperware parties? 
To find a tight seal. 

What do you do with 365 used rubbers? 


Melt them down, make a tire, and call it a 
Goodyear. 


What’s the difference between sin and 
shame? 


It is a sin to put it in, but it’s a shame to 
pull it out. 

What’s the speed limit of sex? 

68; at 69 you have to tur around. 

Why did Raggedy Ann get thrown out of the 
toy box? 

She kept sitting on Pinocchio’s face, and 
moaning, "Lie to me!" 

Why is air a lot like sex? 

Because it’s no big deal unless you're not 
getting any. 

What’s another name for pickled bread? 
Dill-dough. 

Why did Frosty the Snowman pull down his 
pants? 

He heard the snow blower coming. 

Why are Monica Lewinsky’s cheeks so 
puffy? : 

She’s withholding evidence. 


What’s the difference between a light on and 
a hard on? 


You can sleep with a light on. 


Why do women rub their eyes when they get 
out of bed? 


Because they don’t have balls to scratch. 
Why is sex like a bridge game? 


You don’t need a partner if you have a good 
hand. 


What do a Christmas tree and a priest have 
in common? 
Their balls are just for decoration. 
Why don’t blind people like to sky dive? 
Because it scares the hell out of the dog. 
OQOOOOOOOOOOOOOHO 
News Release 
www.mmow. org 
April 30, 2000; Washington, DC 
Millennium March On Washington to Hold 
Open Board Meetings In New Orleans 
Community, Public, Press Invited To 
Attend, Participate 


NEW ORLEANS -- The Board of 
Directors of the Millennium March on 
Washington for Equality; the 4th national 
march for LGBT civil rights, will hold two 
days of open board meetings in New Orleans 
on September 27 and 28, 1999. 


Meetings will take place at the Sheraton 
New Orleans Hotel located at 500 Canal 
Street and will be held from 9 AM to 5 PM 
both days. 


Each day’s meeting will begin with an 
Open Comment period in which the commu- 
nity and the press may raise questions and 
provide input and recommendations to the 
March organizers. 


All MMOW board meetings, with the 
exception of any Executive Sessions, are 


open to the public and the press. 


Additional MMOW Board Meetings will 
be held Dec. 5-6, 1999, in Dallas; Feb. 


6-7, 2000 in Portland; and March 26-27, 
2000 in Washington, DC. 


For Additional Information, Contact: 

MMOW Communications 

Tel: 818-891-1748 

E-Mail: MMOW2000@aol.com 
OOHOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


EBAH-LA. O. Box 70344 
NOLA, 70172 
504-595-8586 
ebahla@aol.com 
Gulf Gender Alliance 
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P. O. Box 56836 
NOLA, 70156 
Dear Friends, 


Thank you so much for responding to our 
request for contributions to Equality Begins 
At Home-Louisiana! Our primary challenge 
for this ambitious project has been to raise 
sufficient funds. We have raised over 


$40,000, and we need to raise another 
$10,000 in a very short time. 


People with your knowledge, expertise, 
and commitment will be crucial to the 
success of Equality Begins At Home-Louisia 
na! In addition to your generous financial 
contribution, you can help insure that we 
involve everyone in this historic project by 
telling friends, allies and acquaint ances 
about this campaign. We will keep you 
posted as "Equality Begins At Home- 
Louisiana!’ unfolds, and please contact us at 
anytime with questions or concerns. And 
thank you again for your support. 


Remembering that minority means fewer 
than and not less than, 

/s/ Rick Cosgriff /s/ Gerard Beaudoin 
OQOODOOOOOOHOOOOOO 
Karen’s Korner 
Karen Louise Scott 

We had a good meeting in spite of the 
storm. Lucette did several makeovers that 
were really great. Thank you Lucette. 

There was plenty of good conversation 
and we got to know some people better. 
There were two visitors, Drake and Allison. 
Hope to see you again. 

Among the things discussed during the 
meeting were Glamour Shots and Pride. 

Glamour Shots will be postponed until 
early next year. 

At the Pride Celebration, GGA will have 
an Outreach Booth, and if enough people 
show up, we may be able to carry our GGA 
Banner in the parade. It is very important 
that GGA makes a good showing. Please 
help! We need volunteers for this important 
occasion. 

Transgenders are now included in the 
New Orleans Gay and Lesbian Community 
Center, so we need to participate as much as 
possible. Also, membership in the commu- 
nity center is confidential and costs as little 


as $10 a year. {See Diane’s Diary for 
location & phone-ed} 

On WYES-TV last night, a program 
titled "In The Life’ was shown. It was very 
well done and informative. I learned that it 
was from an article in the Times Picayune. 
Our local newspaper in Mississippi made no 
mention of it. 


Right now, I am watching ’What Sex am 
I’, on the Discovery Channel. Although it 
was made in 1984. it is still up to date. It 
always makes me feel good to watch it. 

I hope everyone enjoyed the meeting. 
Have a great month. See everyone next time. 


DOOHOOOOHOOOOOOO 


FROM THE STENOPAD 
Cissy G. Conley 


We can always say the August meeting 
made up in quality, what it lacked in 
numbers. We had ten paying members and 
three guests. Karen always gives us a good 
run-down on the meeting in her ’Karen’s 
Komer’ column, so I will not comment 
further other than to say it was good to see 
Chris and Mike. We had hoped to see 
Noelle, but it seems the huge storm we saw 
on the beach also knocked out her power for 
several hours and made it an impossibility 
for her. I’m sure the weather also affected 
the plans of some of our Louisiana members 
also. 

Oh, all of those whom I told I would not 
be able to make the August meeting? Well, 
my trip to the West Coast has been delayed 
until September, so now I will miss that 
meeting instead. 


Board Meeting: 

1. Nancy B volunteered to take the position 
of GGA Pride coordinator. She will need 
volunteers to help person our outreach booth 
and to help Crystal on overall volunteer 
efforts. If we can get enough volunteers to 
carry our banner, we may have a parade 


entry after all. 


2. Glamour Shots is postponed until a later 
date, possibly after the first of the year. 
Lucette advised that they do not have an 
open Saturday in the foreseeable future. 
September has been designated as movie 
night. 

3. There will be a fundraiser for Larry 
Bagnaris at Stuart Butler’s on August 29th. 
Invitations were to be mailed to local 
members. He is the TG friendly representa- 
tive from the French Quarter Ward. 


4. October will be the night for nominations 
for Officers for the coming year. Be thinking 
about who you would like to head the GGA 
for the new millineum. 


5. November will be the night for collecting 
the Christmas Party fee; $25/person. It will 
again be held at the usual Plantation location 
as has been the case for the past several 
years. 


General Membership Meeting: 
1. Items discussed above in the board 
meeting were presented. 


2. There was an open forum discussion 
generally on the lines of how transgenders 
felt about transsexuals being allowed to dress 
full time at work and TG’s not being 
allowed to dress part-time at work. Most 
agreed that transsexualism is a medical 
condition and that part-time dressing could 
be disruptive in the work place. This issue is 
apparently causing divisiveness in some 
groups. There is some allusion to this in 
other articles in the flipside this month. 
New GGA Phone Number The new number 
is:(504) 943-1999. 
DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
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NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year 
in advance. All events have been 
posted through national 
advertisement or direct contact 


from the promoter. GGA accepts 
no responsibility for the accuracy 
or content of these items. 


OOOOOLOOOOHHOOOOHO 
SOUTHERN COMFORT 
Sept 21-25 
Atlanta, GA 
P.O. Box 77591 
Atlanta, GA 30357-1591 
(404) 630-6470 
info@sccatl.org 
OOLOOOHOOHOHOHOOOLOOO 
Holiday En-Femme 
Nov 11-14 
Houston TX 
OOOOOOOHHO OOOOH 
Dignity Cruise 
Nov 14-21 
melpeg@pmpub.com 
OOOOOOOOHO OOO OOOH 
Jessica Xavier Responds to Rumors 
Phyllis Randolph Frye 
(PRFrye@aol.com) 


(Phyllabuster Note: Jessica has been a long and 
trusted friend of mine for many years. That is why I 
never posted any of the recent rumors about her to my 
list. Now that she has responded, I am sending her 
entire response to my list. Jessica is a class act. 
Please respond directly to Jessica at: 
thexgrrri@aol.com.) 

Dear Friends of It’s Time, America! 


It is indeed unfortunate that I must 
respond to the rumor-mongering that re- 
cently has filled your inboxes with some 
wildly false accusations. 

A lie repeated over and over again 
becomes the truth to many, so here is my 
attempt to set the record straight. My 
apologies in advance if this seems a bit long. 

This past week I was forced to shut down 
the ITA chat list, because it was not serving 


Gulf Gender Alliance 


its intended purpose, which was to share 
information and compare notes about what 
works and what doesn’t for transactivists 
working at the state and local level. It 
instead became a vehicle of horizontal 
hostility, fostering a war between TS and 
CD members of various ITA state chapters 
and affiliates over employment protections 
for CDs. While the airing of differences is 
important in any movement, the ad hominen 
Jad feminine attacks and trashing of the 
work and reputations of other transactivists 
serves no useful purpose. If we cannot agree 
to respectfully disagree with each other, the 
resulting interpersonal strife and horizontal 
hostility will destroy what precious enthusi- 
asm we have for our work, thus crippling 
our efforts at the state and local level. 


Due to the controversy surrounding the 
employment policy section of our webpage, 
I have asked that it been taken down. In 
response to its criticism, we are forming an 
employment policy working group to 
develop a common-sense policy that ITA 
may recommend to our state chapters and 
other interested parties. The working group 
will use modified consensus in its decision- 
making - i.e., should a simple consensus not 
be reached, a majority vote will be taken. 
Members in good standing of any ITA state 
chapter may apply to work with this group. 
Further details will follow shortly. 


The rumor mill has generated some 
controversy over ITA’s position on the 
inclusion of protections for visibly gender 
variant people in ENDA. ITA has never 
bothered to take an official position on 
ENDA simply because its a no-brainer. All 
of us feel we must be included in it, we 
strongly disagree with HRC’s exclusion of 
protections for visibly gender variant people 
in it, and we gratefully appreciate the coura- 
geous support of both PFLAG and NGLTF 
for our inclusion in ENDA. 


What really is at issue here is what more 
ITA can do about HRC’s intransigence. 
Although members of ITA chapters have 
participated in all five of the national gender 
lobby events sponsored by both GenderPAC 
and ICTLEP over the past four years, ITA 
itself lacks the resources to lobby at the 
national level. ITA is also a member 
organization of GenderPAC, which has the 
resources to represent the interests of gender 


———— 


variant people at the national level. Gender- 
PAC’s position on inclusion in ENDA is 
either perceived or misperceived to be less 
than completely firm by many members of 
some, but not all, ITA chapters. 


ITA’s focus has been on effecting 
sociopolitical change beneficial to trans- 
gendered people at the state and local levels, 
which over time will favorably impact on 
our inclusion in ENDA. Despite the passions 
so many of us feel over this issue, one 
political reality is clear: ENDA will never 
pass a Republican-controlled House, which 
means that 2001 is its next best chance for 
passage -assuming the Democrats regain the 
House in 2000. 


I believe that our ITA state chapters must 
keep our traditional focus and work as hard 
as we can at the state and local levels to 
establish the legislative precedents that will 
embolden our congressional representatives 
to reconsider our inclusion in ENDA. 
Without demonstrating the political viability 
of legislation inclusive of protections for 
visibly gender variant people at the state 
level, we cannot achieve our goal of inclu- 
sion in ENDA. It’s simply that simple. 


Some transactivists who participated in 
some of the national gender lobbying events 
are justifiably upset at HRC’s underhanded 
tactics that have undercut our visits to 
congressional offices, and they have accused 
GenderPAC of complicity in these undermin- 
ing efforts (which makes very little sense to 
me at all). While it’s easy to condemn 
HRC’s tactics, they are sadly very common 
in Washington politics. In Realpolitik terms, 
HRC is simply representing its core constitu- 
ency (straightacting, straight-appearing gay 
men and lesbians with passing privilege) by 
using any means necessary to protect its 
most important piece of federal legislation - 
ENDA. HRC is also very good at playing 
divide and conquer - and clearly, they are 
succeeding in getting us to fight with each 
other over our inclusion in ENDA. 


My personal position on ENDA remains 
what it has always been: I too demand that 
protections for visibly gender variant people 
be they gay, lesbian, bisexual, transsexual, 
transgendered,intersexed or straight - be 
included in the bill. Despite the recent 
rumor that has been circulated to the con- 
trary, I believe my record on this is crystal 
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clear: 


*From 1995 to 1996 I worked for fifteen 
months as the Transgender Coordinator of a 
working group that developed language and 
lobbying materials for a gender identity 
amendment to ENDA, and distributed the 
language, lobbying materials and final report 
to over forty activists nationwide. 


*] have written numerous columns that have 
appeared in at least seven gay newspapers 
calling for our inclusion in ENDA. 


*] have supported the efforts of various ITA 
state chapters and affiliates in their protests 
at HRC fund-raisers and dinners in their 
Cities. 

*] have personally experienced employment 
discrimination myself, going for 14 months 
without a full-time job and through 28 
interviews before receiving a job offer. 


Of course, people are free to say any- 
thing they like about me, my positions, my 
commitment and my work on behalf of the 
community I love. And they apparently 
have. I find it very sad when people I 
otherwise respect embarrass themselves by 
publicly acting out their trust issues and 
paranoia. It’s been an annoying distraction 
not only from my own work but also ITA’s, 
and I have received private e-mail from 
many members of chapters who agree with 
me. 


People are also free to believe any rumor 
circulated about me and my positions on any 
issue. Those who know me already know the 
truth. As for the others, my record speaks 
for itself, and moreover, there is nothing I 
can do or say to please those who originated 
and circulated the rumor, nor help them to 
understand. They are ruled by their anger, 
and are bent on hurting anyone who dis- 
agrees with them or gets in their way. I 
think they should ask themselves how they 
can advocate for a community while simulta- 
neously attacking its members and other 
activists. That is the tragedy of horizontal 
hostility. 

I recommend that anyone who has issues 
with HRC and with GenderPAC’s relation- 
ship with HRC to take them directly to both 
organization’s respective leaderships. In 
explaining the harsh reality of what goes on 
in Washington, I have been only the 
messenger. However, I am not interested in 


serving as either organization’s apologist, 
nor as a surrogate whipping boy. 

Finally, as for my friends in TransFair 
Kentucky (formerly, It’s Time, Kentucky!) 


I respect the excellent work of Dawn 
Wilson, Angela Bridgeman and Anne 
Casebeer in their home state. We seem to 
disagree over priorities, strategy, tactics and 
assessments of the current political realities 
and possibilities for trans-inclusion in 
ENDA. Our personal and political styles also 
are vastly different. TransFair has notified 
me that they are leaving ITA. I want to 
make it clear that I bear them no ill will 
whatsoever, and I wish them Goddesspeed! 
in their efforts to bring equal rights to all 
transgendered people in Kentucky. 


Where necessary, I will respond in 
confidence to polite messages for further 
clarification on this statement. Disrespectful 
e-mail will not be answered. And if you 
wish, this statement may be shared with 
others you feel might want to see it. 


Yours in Our Struggle 

Jessica Xavier, National Director, 

thexgrrrl@aol.com 

It’s Time, America! 

DOOHDOOOOOHOOOOOHO 
Barney Frank on the Tyra Hunter Case 
Jessica Xavier 

<TheXGrrl@aol.com> 


As some of you know, the DC Corpora- 
tion Counsel has been responsible for 
representing the interests of the DC Govern- 
ment in the civil suit filed by Margie Hunter 
against the District for malpractice and for 
violating the civil rights of her child Tyra 
Hunter. The Gay and Lesbian Activists 
Alliance (GLAA) is the oldest continuous 
local gay activist group in the country, 
founded by the pioneering Dr. Frank 
Kameny 26 years ago. GLAA has been the 
primary group keeping pressure on the 
District to admit liability in the case. DC 
Mayor Anthony Williams, elected last 
November, recently decided to support Corp 
Counsel’s decision to appeal the jury verdict 
awarding $2.8 millionto Mrs. Hunter. Here 
is a letter protesting the Mayor’s decision 
from someone who many trans people do not 
consider a friend to the transgendered 


community. 


Friends, 

Barney promised this letter last month when 
he came by Lambda Rising bookstore one 
Saturday when Dana Priesing and I were 
gathering signatures for our Tyra Hunter 
petition. We received our carbon copy 
today, and Craig Howell got permission 
from Barney’s press officer (Peter Kovar) 
for us to distribute it. 


Rick Rosendall, GLAA 


U. S. House of Representativéane 29, 1999 
Washington, D.C. 


The Honorable Anthony A. Williams 
Mayor 


One Judiciary Square 

441 Fourth Street, N.W., Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Mayor Williams, 


I am a very strong believer in home rule, 
and I have never voted as a Member of 
Congress to alter a decision of the District. 
So I want to make it clear that I send you 
this not as a Member of Congress claiming 
any jurisdiction over your affairs, but as a 
gay man expressing my opinion about an 
action you are taking. And that opinion is 
one of great disappointment. 


I am referring to your decision to appeal 
the ruling which found the District govern- 
ment liable in the case of Tyra Hunter. The 
facts of that case are appalling, and I have 
seen few cases of such official bias against 


a transgendered person. The victim’s family 
took appropriate action in going to court, 
and the verdict is entirely understandable’ 
given the blatantly bigoted action that was 
involved. 


Transgendered people are very vulnerable 
to abuse. I am a strong supporter of passing 
federal hate crimes legislation that would 
protect them from mistreatment which in this 
case is made even more ironic by the fact 
that this was an individual who was sup- 
posed to be providing aid to someone in 


difficulty. I am very distressed that you have 
decided to appeal and I urge you strongly to 
reverse your decision. It is not only unjusti- 
fied in its impact on the Hunter family and 
other transgendered people in Washington; it 
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will have a negative effect on our effort to 
educate people about the rights of trans- 
gendered people to be treated with respect. 
[Signed] 

Barney Frank 

{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), 
a free Internet news service, brought to you courtesty of 
American Educational Gender Information Service and 
It’s Time, America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 


research and educational purposes only and is not to be 
used for commercial gain} 


OOOOOHHOOOHOOOGO 
Two Steps Forward, One Step Back 
Penni Ashe 
<paean@ma.ultranet.com > 
JULY 16, 1999 


With most state legislatures either 
winding down or adjourned for 1999, the 
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force today 
reported that pro-GLBT bills outnumbered 
unfavorable bills by a two-to-one ratio, with 
most of the positive action coming in the 
areas of domestic partners benefits and hate 
crimes. 


The NGLTF July 16th State Legislative 
Update found that while some states re- 
ported heartbreaking defeats in hate crimes 
legislation and safe schools proposals, more 
bills advanced further through the legislative 
process than ever before. 


"We still have much, much work to do, 
but the current snapshot of legislative 
activity across the United States shows the 
importance of grassroots mobilization," said 
NGLTF Executive Director Kerry Lobel. 
“The tens of thousands of GLBT people who 
participated in the 350 Equality Begins At 
Home events last March tumed their 
activism into action. They organized, 
lobbied, petitioned, and marched on state 
capitols in order to see social justice pre- 
vail." Some of the highlights of the July 
legislative update include: 


* Missouri became the 22nd state to enact a 
hate crimes law inclusive of sexual orienta- 
tion. The bill also is inclusive of gender 
identity, making Missouri the fourth state 
(behind Minnesota, Californiaand Vermont) 
to include transgendered people in its hate 
crimes legislation. 

* Vermont passed a law that allows the state 
Attorney General to seek injunctive relief on 


behalf of hate crimes victims. 


* Alabama enacted a domestic violence law 
that potentially could cover GLBT people. 


%* Unfortunately, while some states approved 
or toughened hate crimes statutes, many 
other states defeated proposed legislation. 
Chief among these were Alabama, Texas and 
Wyoming, states that each have witnessed 
brutal murders of GLBT people this past 
year alone. 


{For the complete text of the July 15 State 
Legislative Update, please visit http://www 
engltf.org/legupdate99. For a complete 
review of 1998 activity, reference “Capital 
Gains and Losses," a state by state review of 


GLBT and HIV/AIDS-related legislation at 
http://www.ngitf.org/cgal} 

{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), 
a free Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
American Educational Gender Information Service and 
It's Time, America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 
research and educational purposes only and is not to be 
used for commercial gain} 


OOOH OHOOOOOOHHOGOO 
NASW Policy on Transgenders 
Panni Ache 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 

[Received from Istarlev@aol.com] 

I am writing to share some very exciting 
news. The delegate assembly of the National 
Association of Social Workers will be 
meeting in mid-August and one of the items 
on their agenda is a policy statement in 
support of transgendered people. Social 
workers are one of the primary helping 
professionals working with transgendered 
people requesting psychotherapy. 


It is very important that people call their 
local chapters and ask who there delegates 
are and ask them to support this policy 
statement. 


Below is an excerpt: 


"The National Association of Social Workers 
(NASW) recognizes that a person’s gender 
identity does not always conform to her or 
his gender at birth. NASW believes that 
transgendered people should be afforded the 
same respect and rights as those whose 
gender identity is the same as their biological 
gender. NASW asserts that discrimination 
and prejudice directed against any group are 
damaging to the social, emotional, economic 


_ 
Se —__——— 


well-being of the affected group, as well as 
to society as a whole and seeks the elimina- 
tion of such discrimination inside and outside 
of the profession. 


NASW believes that non-judgmental 
attitudes toward gender identity enable social 
workers to provide maximum support and 
services to those who are part of the trans- 
gendered community. Social workers must 
encourage the development of supportive 
practice environments for those struggling 
with gender identity issues (both clients and 
colleagues). " 


This statement (which is excerpted from 
a much longer statement) was developed by 
Berry Moore of the New Jersey NASW 
chapter and he can be reached at: 


65 N. Fullerton Ave. 
Apt. 22 

Montclair, NJ, 07042 
973.746.6196 


MOOREBL@umdnj.edu 


{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), 
a free Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
American Educational Gender Information Service and 
It’s Time, America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 
research and educational purposes only and is not to be 
used for commercial gain} 


OOOOH OOGOOOOOOOO 
The Urge to Play Red Tees 
Dave Hackenberg 

< Brenda-Lana@blsmith.freeserve.co.uk> 
hitp://www.toledoblade.com:80/editorial/hack/9g15ha 
ck. him 

You may have missed this while watch- 
ing Mama Mia and her World Cup buddies 
erase baseball as our national pastime. 

Or maybe you were caught up by Juli 
Inkster’s monster mash of the LPGA’s major 
championships last month. 


Possibly, it was Se Ri Pak and her 
sudden-death sixsome at the Jamie Farr 
Kroger Classic that diverted your attention. 


Anyway, that’s why we’re here, to keep 
you on the cutting edge of sports news. To 
fill in the blanks. 


So, in the event it eluded you, we’re 
pleased to report that 32-year-old Mianne 
Bagger won the recent South Australian 
women’s amateur golf championship. 


A 3-handicapper, the Danish-bom Bagger 
defeated Lyn McGough, 5 and 4, in the 
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final, having smashed the course record at 
Tea Tree Gully by two shots earlier in the 
week. 


That’s all courtesy of The Age, which is 
the Sydney Morning Herald’s online edition. 

So Mianne and Mia and Juli and Se Ri 
all have something in common. They’re 
champions. 


Something we sincerely doubt they have 
in common is that Bagger was born a man 
and had one of those convenient fold-over 
flaps in the front of his panties before 
undergoing a sex-change operation seven 
years ago. 

We understand that gender roles are 
constantly changing as women redefine 
themselves. But there’s a difference between 
redefining and redesigning. 


Plus, it seems like a pretty desperate 
procedure just to be able to play from the 
red tees. 


Of course, this brings Renee Richards to 
mind. 

Richard Raskin was a moderately good 
amateur tennis player before changing locker 
rooms in the mid-1970s and becoming, 
voila, Renee. 


In 1976, he/she entered a women’s tennis 
tournament and set off a legal battle that 
both enthralled and somewhat disgusted the 
sports world. It also set a precedent when 
the court ruled that transsexuals were legally 


their new sex after undergoing a full transi- 
tion and sex reassignment surgery. 


Renee never really made it as a pro 
tennis player. But her experiences became a 
made-for-television movie and she later 
served as Martina Navratilova’s coach. 


Now in her mid-60s, Richards is an 
ophthalmologist in New York City and, 
apparently, a much respected one. She 
serves on the editorial board of the Journal 
of Pediatric Ophthalmology & Strabismus. 

Earlier this year, in an interview with 
Tennis magazine, Richards said she has a 
"great life, but this is a much harder way to 
go than if I could have somehow kept that 
compulsion and that side of me submerged." 

She suggested that those gender-confused 
souls in their teens or early 20s should "go 
ahead and make right what nature didn’t. 


But Renee cautioned against going 
through what she did and indicated that men 
my age had "better get on Thorazine or 
Zoloft or Prozac or get locked up or do 
whatever it takes to keep you from being 
allowed to do something like this." 


That’s probably good advice. 


I was born a fat, ugly man and all a sex 
change would produce was a fat, ugly 
woman. 


I’d dearly love to play the red tees, 
though. 
{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), 
a free Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
American Educational Gender Information Service and 
It's Time, America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 
research and educational purposes only and is not to be 
used for commercial gain} 


OOOOOOHOOOLOHHOOOOH 


Hamming-it-up, Celebrity Style 
Tim Cooper 
< Brenda-Lana@blsmith.freeserve.co.uk > 


Backstage at the Riviera, Michael 
Jackson is putting on his nose. It’s not a 
pretty sight. He’s got a little spatula and a 
big pot of putty and he’s sculpting it into just 
the right pointed elfin shape with the skilled 
assurance of a man who does this every 
night. Which he does. 


On the next seat, Diana Ross is adjusting 
her cleavage beneath a gigantic vermilion 
ball gown. Meanwhile, Celine Dion, in a 
silver sheath dress, is putting on her hair, a 
hugely overweight Madonna is squeezing 
into her conical bra and Shirley Bassey is 
discussing her repertoire. 


At which point it becomes clear that 
Shirley, when you look below the neck, has 
rather more body hair than might be antici- 
pated, as well as some other more masculine 
equipment that would have earned some 
funny looks on the dockside at Tiger Bay. 


Welcome to La Cage, the all-star drag 
revue which is one of the longest-running 
shows in Las Vegas, the fantasy town where 
everything is an illusion, from the replica of 
St Mark’s Square and the Doge’s Palace at 
the newly opened Venetian hotel (wall-to-- 
wall slot machines and damn fine cups of 
cappuccino) to the half-size Eiffel Tower 
that’s just been hoisted into place at the other 


end of the Strip. 


Nothing is more of an illusion than La 
Cage, where pop’s female icons have been 
impersonated night after night by a cast of 
men for the past 16 years. 


Which is all the more bizarre when you 
reflect that, in an average year, the audience 
could see most of the real stars on the very 
same street. It’s the brainchild of French 
impresario Norbert Aleman, whose showbiz 
career began as bodyguard to French rock 
star Johnny Hallyday and is now the sort of 
character who would seem like a caricature 
anywhere except Vegas: six-times married, 
driving a white convertible Rolls-Royce, 
with a penchant for snakeskin shoes and 
voluminous zebra- skin shirts slashed to the 
waist to reveal a huge solid-gold crucifix 
complete with Jesus. 


He also owns a casino in the Caribbean 
and has three other productions of La Cage 
running in Japan, Aruba and Hong Kong. He 
has, in short, taken drag queens out of the 
gay clubs and turned them into mainstream 
entertainment. 


Las Vegas, of course, is undoubtedly the 
bad-taste capital of America, but dressing up 
in women’s clothing is still the sort of 
activity that can get you pistol-whipped in 
most states south of the Mason-Dixon line. 
"When I first put on the show in Atlantic 
City the authorities wanted to be assured that 
it was not a gay show," Aleman recalls. 
"And that has been the key to its success - 
99.9 per cent of the audience are straight." 
‘The same could scarcely be said of the 
performers, who include a transsexual and a 
full-time transvestite, although Michael 
Jackson - alias Lane Lassiter - turns out to 
be a married man with an eight-year-old son. 


OOQOOO OOO OOOOH 
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